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Re: 
Public Policy Education Congressional Staff Briefing to be presented by The EMR Policy Institute on Thursday May 10, 2007 from 3:00-4:30 PM in the U. S. Capitol Room HC-5.

Topic:
Inadequacy of U.S. federal policy regulating the environmental and potential health effects of Radiofrequency (RF) radiation.  

Current Federal Communications Commission (FCC) safety policy to regulate human exposure to RF Radiation leaves the public and wildlife unprotected from the hazards of long-term, low-intensity exposures.  

Federal law prohibits state and local agencies, including zoning boards, from basing tower/antenna siting and construction permits on the harmful environmental effects of RF radiation emissions “to the extent that facilities comply with” the Federal Communication Commission’s (FCC) regulations.  [47 USC Sec. 332( c)(7)(iv)].  
· The U.S. has no Federal mechanism to protect human and wildlife health from adverse biological impacts from long-term exposure to increasing levels of electromagnetic radiation emitted from broadcast antennas, radar, cell and personal wireless antennas. 

· The FCC is not a health agency, the RF limits adopted by the FCC come from private industry groups, only provide protection from short-term heating (thermal) from RF, allow more radiation than many countries set and ignore all studies showing non-thermal biological effects.

· The FCC promotes the deployment of RF technology.  The EPA is the federal agency with expertise in environmental health hazards.  The Atomic Energy Commission used to be in charge of ionizing radiation standards but it took the creation of the Nuclear Regulatory Agency to protect people from the hazards of nuclear radiation. 
SPEAKERS LIST

Janet Newton -  President of The EMR Policy Institute, a non-profit organization whose mission is to advance sound public policy on the use of electromagnetic radiation (EMR).

Deborah Carney, JD, – Vice President of The EMR Policy Institute.  Ms. Carney is the past president of Canyon Area Residents for the Environment (CARE) of Golden, CO.  She has also served for eight years as its legal counsel in permit hearings before the Jefferson County Planning Commission, opposing a proposal for additional towers for digital television transmitters.

Since 1998 Ms. Newton and Ms. Carney have worked together with organizations that have maintained a regular profile at key government agencies with a stake in the environmental effects of non-ionizing radiation such as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO) and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). They helped organize two Congressional briefings sponsored by U.S. Senators Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and James Jeffords (I-VT), and U.S. Representatives Bernard Sanders of Vermont (I-VT), and Thomas Tancredo (R-CO); spearheaded a Notice of Inquiry at the FCC regarding the obsolescence of its RF exposure standards for the general population; organized a legal appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court in which over 50 communities filed amicus curie briefs regarding inadequate RF protection of the population, among other constitutional issues created by the Telecommunications Act of 1996.  They have also helped countless localities with broadcast and personal wireless antenna siting issues, advising citizens and municipalities on safe-siting practices.  

B. Blake Levitt is an award-winning journalist who has specialized in medical and science writing for nearly two decades. She has researched the biological effects of nonionizing radiation since the late 1970's. A former New York Times writer, she has written widely on medical issues for both the lay and professional audience. Her work has appeared in numerous national publications.

Ms. Levitt is the editor/contributing author of Cell Towers, Wireless Convenience? or Environmental Hazard? Proceedings of the “Cell Towers Forum” State of the Science/State of the Law (Safe Goods/New Century Publishing, 2001). She is also the author of Electromagnetic Fields:  A Consumer’s Guide To The Issues And How To Protect Ourselves (Harcourt Brace, 1995), for which she won an Award of Excellence from the American Medical Writers Association.

Martin Blank, Ph.D.  Columbia University. Department of Physiology and Cellular Biophysics.  Dr. Blank is past president of the Bioelectromagnetics Society.  He has conducted research on the biological effects of exposure to electromagnetic radiation for more than two decades.

Albert Manville, Ph.D., Wildlife Biologist, Director of Migratory Bird Management, US Fish and Wildlife Service.  Dr. Manville has chaired the Working Group on Avian Mortality and Communications Towers since 1999.

Whitney North Seymour, Jr., JD.  Mr. Seymour’s legal career has included private practice, a term as federal prosecutor for New York, and public interest work with a particular interest in environmental law, having co-founded the Natural Resources Defense Council in 1969.  Mr. Seymour has briefed three petitions for Writ of Certiorari to the United State Supreme Court challenging current US RF Radiation safety policies.

Cindy Sage, M.S., EMR Environmental Consultant since 1982.  Ms. Sage has published numerous articles and books on electromagnetic fields, health effects and public policy.  She is a regular presenter at international conferences on the science and public policy issues related to electromagnetic radiation exposure.

